Environment & Climate Commission

AGENDA

REGULAR MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE COMMISSION

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135581455

Or Telephone:
US: +1 669 900 9128 or +1 669 444 9171
Webinar ID: 831 3558 1455

PUBLIC ADVISORY: This meeting will be conducted exclusively through videoconference and
teleconference.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) and the state declared emergency, this meeting of the
Environment and Climate Commission will be conducted exclusively through teleconference and Zoom
videoconference. The COVID-19 state of emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet
safely in person and presents imminent risks to the health of attendees. Therefore, no physical meeting location will
be available.

To access the meeting remotely: Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device: Please use this URL
https://us02web.zoom.us/|/83135581455 If you do not wish for your name to appear on the screen, then use the
drop-down menu and click on "rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To request to speak, use the “raise
hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. To join by phone: Dial +1 669 900 9128 and enter Meeting ID
831 3558 1455. If you wish to comment during the public comment portion of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be
recognized by the Chair.

Please be mindful that the teleconference will be recorded as any official meeting is recorded, and all other rules of
procedure and decorum will apply for official meetings conducted by teleconference or videoconference.

Wednesday, October 19, 2022, 5:00 PM
PRELIMINARY MATTERS

1. Call to Order and Roll Call:

Vacant Mayor Mayor

Ranney, Sarah Kesarwani District 1
Hedlund, Marc Taplin District 2
McGuire, Brianna Bartlett District 3
Tahara, Daniel Harrison District 4
Allen, Shannon Hahn District 5
Guliasi, Les Wengraf District 6
Lunaparra, Cecilia Robinson District 7
Gould, Ben Droste District 8

2. Public Comment: Comments on subjects not included on the agenda (3-minute
limit per individual)



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135581455
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83135581455
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Energy/2019-09-25_EC_Agenda%20Packet.pdf
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and_Development/Level_3_-_Commissions/Commission_for_Energy/2019-09-25_EC_Agenda%20Packet.pdf
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3. Approval of Minutes:

a. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting (September 28, 2022)
b. Approval of Minutes from July Meeting (July 27, 2022)

4. Agenda Check: Commissioners may rearrange items on the agenda
5. Update from Chair (Chair Gould)

6. Update from staff (Billi Romain & Rebecca Milliken)

a. Commissioner Communications Training

7. Reports from Commission Liaisons

e Planning Commission (Ben Gould)
Transportation and Infrastructure Commission (Brianna McGuire)
Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Commission (Cecilia Lunaparra)
Zero Waste Commission (Sarah Ranney)
Disaster and Fire Safety Commission (Les Guliasi)
Housing Advisory Commission (Marc Hedlund)

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

8. Reconsideration of Recommendation to Revisit Old Energy Commission (EC) and
Community Environmental Advisory Commission (CEAC) Items (Chair Gould)
(9/28/2022 Item #10)

9. Electric Mobility Roadmap Implementation Update

10.Berkeley Existing Buildings Electrification (BEBES) Update

11.Consideration of Zero-Emission Vehicle Parking Support Letter

12.Discussion of Gas Station Ban and EV Charging Expansion

13.Review Workplan

14.Discuss Proposed 2023 Meeting Calendar

15.Items for Future Agenda

INFORMATION ITEMS

16.Communications


https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%203a_%20ECC%20DRAFT%20Minutes%202022-09-28.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%203b_ECC%20DRAFT%20Minutes%202022-07-27.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%206_Staff%20Update.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%206a_Staff%20Update%20Commissioner%20Training%20Communication.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%208_Reconsideration%20of%20Old%20EC%20%26%20CEAC%20Items.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%208_Reconsideration%20of%20Old%20EC%20%26%20CEAC%20Items.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%208_Reconsideration%20of%20Old%20EC%20%26%20CEAC%20Items.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%209_2020%20Electric%20Mobility%20Roadmap%20Executive%20Summary.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2010_2021%20Berkeley%20Existing%20Buildings%20Electrification%20Strategy%20Executive%20Summary.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2011_ZEV%20Parking%20Letter%20of%20Support.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2012_Gas%20Station%20Ban%20and%20EV%20Charging%20Expansion.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2013_ECC%202022%20Work%20Plan.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2013_ECC%202022%20Work%20Plan.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10-19_ECC_Item%2014_Proposed%202023%20Commission%20Meeting%20Calendar.pdf
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17.Announcements from Commissioners

ADJOURNMENT

This meeting will be conducted in accordance with the Brown Act, Government Code Section 54953. Any
member of the public may attend this meeting. Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to Billi
Romain, 510-981-7432, bromain@cityofberkeley.info.

Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become part
of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: E-mail
addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required but, if included in any
communication to a City board, commission, or committee, will become part of the public record. If you do
not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may deliver
communications via U.S. Postal Service or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission,
or committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not
include that information in your communication. Please contact the secretary to the relevant board,
commission, or committee for further information.

Any writings or documents provided to a majority of the commission regarding any item on this agenda
will be made available for public inspection at the Planning Department located at 1947 Center Street.

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair-accessible location. To request a disability-related

accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please

contact the Disability Services specialist at 981-6418 (V) or 981-6347 (TDD) at least three
business days before the meeting date. Please refrain from wearing scented products to this meeting.

! COMMUNICATION ACCESS INFORMATION:

I hereby certify that the agenda for this regular/special meeting of the Berkeley City Commission on
Commissions was posted at the display case located near the walkway in front of the Maudelle Shirek
Building, 2134 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, as well as on the City’s website.

Billi Romain, Commission Secretary


mailto:bromain@cityofberkeley.info







































































































































































































Item 12 - Discussion and Action Items
Environment and Climate Commission
October 19, 2022

Gas Station Ban and EV Charging Expansion CALENDAR

zoning restriction on EV charging stations appears only to serve to limit the economic
viability of EV charging outside of commercial areas, by preventing the owners of
electric vehicle supply equipment from renting or leasing out access to the chargers for
other users.

Widespread EV uptake will rely upon widespread EV charging deployment. Allowing
owners of EV supply equipment outside of commercial districts to rent or lease access
to their chargers could allow tenants who lack access to charging, low-income residents
who cannot afford electric panel upgrades, or “EV-curious” resi s to have readily
available charging close to where they live. Allowing small, dj uted EV charging
“businesses” to operate throughout the city could likely he se the availability of

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Banning gas stations as a permitted u
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions

availability of EV charging
ental sustainability.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMEN
Because this activity does . ial to cause a significant effect on the
environment, it is covereg

This item sug sustainable trips by beginning to phase out fossil
fuel sales 8 es in Berkeley, and expanding the availability of zero-
emission fuell

sustainable transporto®n modes. Removing gas stations as a permitted use will
prevent new gas stations from being permitted, and classify existing gas stations as a
“nonconforming use”, requiring a Use Permit with a public hearing (UP(PH)) for any
substantial expansion or change. It will not force existing gas stations to close.

Removing the reference to “gas/auto fuel stations” in BMC 23.324.050(B)(2)(b) will
allow (but not require) the Zoning Adjustments Board to prevent any gas or other fuel
station which shuts down for a year or more from reopening as a gas or other fuel
station.
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Gas Station Ban and EV Charging Expansion CALENDAR

Replacing “Alternative Fuel Station” with “Hydrogen Fuel Station” will prevent new
fueling stations from opening up which would dispense natural gas (methane), or a host
of other hydrocarbon fuels (derived from biological material or otherwise) including
methanol, denatured ethanol, or other alcohols; mixtures containing 85% or more by
volume of methanol, denatured ethanol, and other alcohols with gasoline or other fuels;
liquefied petroleum gas; coal-derived liquid fuels; or non-alcohol fuels (such as
biodiesel) derived from biological material. It would make existing stations that dispense
these fuels non-conforming uses, requiring a UP(PH) to expand or change, and would
prevent them from re-opening if they cease operations for a year or more. However, it
would still permit hydrogen fueling stations.

Adding “Electric Vehicle Charging Station” as a permitted use or accessory use to all
zoning districts would allow electric vehicle charging facilities to be operated as a
business anywhere in the city. It would not allow parking spaces to be constructed.
Electric vehicle supply equipment (the hardware for electric vehicle charging) would
remain subject to building code, electrical, and safety requirements.

Making “Electric Vehicle Charging Station” require a zoning certificate would make
approval of an electric vehicle charging business an over-the-counter process subject
only to the approval of Land Use Planning Staff, without the discretion and appeals
process currently allowed with an Administrative Use Permit.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED

ECC considered proposing no action on removing gasoline and alternative fuel stations
as a permitted use. While new gas stations are unlikely to be built, the ECC determined
that banning gas stations is an' important symbolic step towards achieving a fossil-free
city.

ECC considered proposing no action on the “Uses with Major Investments” clause on
the exceptions to terminations of non-conforming uses, and determined that no action
would be inconsistent with achieving a fossil-free city.

ECC considered proposing biofuels and biodiesel as alternative fuels permitted, but
determined that doing so would not address the inequitable health and safety risks, and
that the continued use of any hydrocarbon-powered vehicles was likely to delay the
transition to a fully zero-emission economy and fossil-free city.

ECC considered proposing no action on removing restrictions on EV charging station
zoning, but determined that the restrictions on EV charging station zoning could hamper
the ability to achieve widespread access to EV charging, and that without changes to
restrictions on creation of new parking spaces, there were unlikely to be any significant
traffic or other impacts from the operation of EV charging businesses.

Page 5
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Gas Station Ban and EV Charging Expansion CALENDAR

ECC considered proposing no action on changing the permitting for EV charging
stations from AUP to ZC, but determined that the benefit of streamlined permitting and
approval outweighed the likely minimal impacts from EV charging businesses.

CITY MANAGER
The City Manager [TYPE ONE] concurs with / takes no position on the content and
recommendations of the Commission’s Report. [OR] Refer to the budget process.

Note: If the City Manager does not (a) concur, (b) takes any®ther position, or (c)
refer to the budget process, a council action report must be prepared. Indicate
under the CITY MANAGER heading, “See companion report.”

CONTACT PERSON
Ben Gould, Chairperson, Environment and Climate.Commission, 510-725-91
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Environment and Climate Commission
INFORMATION CALENDAR
September 13, 2022
To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Environment and Climate Commission (ECC)

Submitted by: Ben Gould, Chairperson, ECC

Subject: Environment and Climate Commission 2022 Work Plan

INTRODUCTION

The Environment and Climate Commission (ECC) is responsible for advising the City
Council on matters related to environmental sustainability and climate change. The
commission’s scope includes work to advance the goals of: advancing green buildings
and resource efficiency; decarbonizing buildings and transportation; engaging and
educating the community; addressing the impacts and welfare of all species, including
animals, insects, and plants; reducing greenhouse gas emissions; reducing toxics and
preventing pollution; and supporting environmental justice. The commission works
closely with the Planning & Development Department’s Office of Energy & Sustainable
Development (OESD).

First established in 2022, ECC was formed by merging the Community Environmental
Advisory Commission (CEAC) and the Energy Commission (EC). ECC commissioners
bring a wide range of expertise, with backgrounds in government, academia, nonprofit,
and private sector environmental work. These backgrounds inform ECC’s work and help
it to consider diverse and equitable approaches to addressing the City’s environmental
challenges.

This work plan is intended to provide a guide to the work ECC plans to take on in 2022.
As additional items or issues arise, or are referred to the Commission from Council,
ECC will adjust this plan accordingly.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS

The Environment and Climate Commission has a very broad scope and a duty to
continue and build upon past work done by both CEAC and EC. However, as a new
commission, ECC also has numerous vacancies and limited institutional knowledge.

At its July 27, 2022 meeting the Environment and Climate Commission approved the
work plan to send to the City Council as follows: Motion/second to approve the workplan
with amendments to add current project for 2022 to explore banning gas delivery
vehicles and amend climate literacy description (Gould, Ranney). The motion carried 3-

1947 Center Street, First Floor, Berkeley, California 94704 e TEL: (510) 981-7432 e FAX: (510) 981-7470e TDD: (510) 981-6903
e-mail: bromain@cityofberkeley.info Website: https://berkeleyca.gov/your-government/boards- Page 833
commissions/environment-and-climate-commission
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Environment and Climate Commission 2022 Work Plan

0-1-2; Ayes: Ranney, McGuire, Gould. Noes: None. Abstain: Guliasi. Absent: Tahara,

Lunaparra.

BACKGROUND

Both CEAC and EC prepared memos for ECC to review past projects and suggest

future items. The table below indicates those workplan items to follow up on and

suggestions for new projects from the previous commissions:

Environment and Climate Commission 2022 Work Plan

Page 2

Project Status Description Source
Bird Safety Existing item, | Proposal to require new development to meet CEAC
needs follow- | bird safety standards for glass. Track progress of
up item through Planning Commission and back to
Council
Gas Station Existing item, | Requirement for gas stations to display warning CEAC
CO, Labeling needs follow- | labels notifying buyers that burning gasoline
up causes climate change. Pending finalization at
City Attorney’s office
Ban sale of Existing item, | Proposal to ban the sale of existing (used) gas CEAC
used gas cars needs follow- | cars within city limits by 2040 (except to be sold
up as scrap). Pending finalization at City Attorney’s
office
Hazardous Potential new | CEAC received multiple emails in 2021-22 about | CEAC
Waste item hazardous waste, but there are no drop-off sites
within City limits due to BMC 11.50
VMT targets Potential new | Set specific, measurable VMT reduction targets CEAC
item and identify and implement strategies to achieve
them
Sidewalk Potential new | Adopting a “sidewalk condition index” metric, CEAC
Condition Index | item similar to pavement condition index, to quantify
the quality of Berkeley’s sidewalks and measure
improvements in pedestrian infrastructure
Public Space Potential new | Re-allocate public street space away from auto- CEAC
Re-allocation item centric uses towards pedestrians, bicyclists, and
buses, even more than currently envisioned in
the bicycle and pedestrian master plans
Building Potential new | Berkeley’s building decarbonization plan is only a | CEAC
Decarboni- item start; more work is needed to identify and
zation effectively implement strategies to decarbonize:
- Single-family ownership residences
- Single-family rental residences
Page 834





















Name of Commission: Environment and Climate Commission

Commission Secretary: Billi Romain
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Proposed 2023 Commission Meeting Dates

The ECC generally meets the 4" Wednesday of the month from 5:00pm — 7:00pm

Month Meeting Day & Date | Time Month Meeting Day & Date Time
. Wednesday 7/19/26 .

January 2023 | Wednesday 1/25/23 5:00pm July 2023 /26 Conflict Tish'a B'Av 5:00pm

February 2023 | Wednesday 2/22/23 5:00pm August 2023 No Meeting NA
(Council recess)

March 2023 Wednesday 3/22/23 5:00pm September 2023 Wednesday 9/27/2023 5:00pm

April 2023 Wednesday 4/26/23 5:00pm October 2023 Wednesday 10/25/23 5:00pm
Wednesday 11/29/23

May 2023 Wednesday 5/24/23 5:00pm November 2023 (11/22: Conflict 5:00pm
Thanksgiving)

Wednesday 6/21/23
June 2023 6/28: Conflict Eid al- 5:00pm December 2023 No Meeting NA

Adha

Dates to Avoid: Holiday schedule attached and other Planning Department Commission meetings:
e Planning Commission — 15t Wednesdays, 7:00pm
e Landmarks Preservation Commission — 1%t Thursdays, 7:00pm
e Design Review Committee — 3 Thursdays, 7:00pm
e Zoning Adjustments Board (ZAB) — 4" Thursdays, 7:00pm





https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/tisha-bav
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/tisha-bav
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-hashoah
https://www.hebcal.com/holidays/yom-hashoah
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